HENRY   SLADE

sumption that I myself arid the honourable men and
citizens of Leipzig, in whose presence several of these
cords were sealed, were either common impostors, or
were not in possession of our sound senses sufficient
to perceive if Mr. Slade himself, before the cords
were sealed, had tied them in knots. The discussion,
however, of such a hypothesis would no longer belong
to the dominion of science, but would fall under the
category of social decency."*

As a sample of the reckless statements of opponents
of Spiritualism, it may be mentioned that Mr. Joseph
McCabe, who is second only to the American Houdini
for wild inaccuracies, speaks f of Zollner as " an
elderly and purblind professor," whereas he died in
1882, in his forty-eighth year, and his experiments
with Slade were carried out in 1877-78, when this
distinguished scientist was in the vigour of his
intellectual life.

So far have opponents pushed their enmity that it
has even been stated that Zollner was deranged, and
that his death which occurred some years later was
accompanied with cerebral weakness. An inquiry
from Dr. Funk set this matter at rest, though it is
unfortunately easy to get libels of this sort into cir-
culation and very difficult to get the contradictions.
Here is the document: $

Your letter addressed to the Rector of the University,
October 20, 1903, received. The Rector of this Univer-
sity was installed here after the death of Zollner, and had

* Massey's Zollner, pp. 20-21.

f " Spiritualism.    A Popular History from 1847," p. 161.

t " The Widow's Mite," p. 276.
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